
 

Conference themes will address several important underlying factors contributing to patient outcomes including: 

• Optimizing clinic efficiency and program growth (telemedicine, patient navigators, 
others) 

• Emerging technologies in cochlear implantation 

• Unique challenges in SSD/AHL patients (pediatrics, tinnitus, Medicare) 

• Management and rehabilitation of challenging hearing loss etiologies (ANSD, CN hy-
poplasia/aplasia, others) 

• Mental health comorbidities in CI care  
• Cognition and CI in aging patients 

• Socioeconomic factors and health disparities in CI care 

• Cochlear Implant Mapping, Programming and Optimization  

• Machine Learning and AI Applications in CI 

Invited Speaker: 

Niparko Memorial Lecture - “Tonotopic Coding in Cochlear Implantation" | Craig Buchman, MD, FACS, Pro-

fessor, Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery at the University of Utah and Past Lindburg 

Professor and Chair, Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery, Washington University in St. Louis  

CI2026 Chicago: Conference on Cochlear Implants  
The ACI Alliance Conference Program Committee has been preparing for the 2026 ACI Alliance international meeting 

in Chicago, Illinois. We are thrilled to be working with an outstanding and motivated committee of audiologists, phy-

sicians, scientists, speech language pathologists, psychologists, and educators in the planning of our annual confer-

ence. The diversity of our committee reflects the ACI Alliance commitment to address the multidisciplinary nature of 

our field and the critical role of each discipline in patient outcomes. We were excited to see many hundreds of ab-

stracts addressing a wide variety of themes. We hope the meeting further motivates our field to think beyond the 

ear and improve the patient journey, and ultimately improve hearing healthcare. 

Invited Speaker: 

Keynote Lecture - “Why Proven Technologies Fail to Spread: Institutions, Incentives, and the Case of Hearing Health" | 

James A. Robinson is a Nobel Laureate in Economic Sciences and Professor of Political Science and Public Policy at the Uni-

versity of Chicago, whose groundbreaking research has reshaped how scholars and policymakers understand the role of 

institutions, incentives, and norms in shaping prosperity and the adoption of transformative technologies. Awarded the 

2024 Nobel Prize for his work on how institutions are formed and how they determine who benefits from innovation, Pro-

fessor Robinson is widely recognized for his rare ability to translate deep, rigorous scholarship into clear, compelling insights 

for diverse audiences. An engaging and generous speaker, he combines intellectual authority with humility, curiosity, and 

genuine respect for practitioners, making his talks both thought-provoking and accessible. Having also spoken openly about 

his own experience with hearing loss and long-term hearing aid use, he brings a deeply personal perspective to conversa-

tions about hearing health, further grounding his work in empathy, insight, and lived experience.  

https://www.acialliance.org/page/CommitteeDescription


Poster Exhibit Session | Thursday, May 7, 2026 

Explore CI concepts, research and case studies in the Post-

er Exhibit Session where authors will be available to discuss 

their poster content. Student Poster Competition posters 

will be designated among the posters exhibited. 

Schedule at a Glance 

Conference Dates - May 6-9, 2026 

Meeting Location - Hyatt Regency Chicago, Chicago, IL 

Wednesday, May 6: 

CI Manufacturer Satellite Symposia  

1:00 PM (CT) - 5:45 PM (CT) 

Thursday, May 7: 

Advanced Bionics Breakfast Symposia  7:30 AM (CT) 

General Session—Niparko Lecture 

Concurrent Sessions: Podium Presentations | Panels | 

Poster Highlights  

General Session—Keynote Presentation 

Poster Exhibits Session 

Welcome  Reception | Exhibits 

Friday, May 8: 

MED-EL Breakfast Symposia  7:30 AM (CT) 

General Session—Keynote Presentation 

Concurrent Sessions: Podium Presentations | Panels 

Saturday, May 9: 

Cochlear North America Breakfast Symposia  7:30 AM 

(CT) 

Concurrent Sessions: Podium Presentations |  

Panels 

Full Program Published - February 2026 

(Re)Habilitation Connect Forum | Friday Afternoon,   

May 8, 2026 

At CI2026, we will hold the featured (Re)Habilitation Con-

nect Forum sessions Friday afternoon will focus on social-

emotional issues associated with cochlear implantation in 

children and adults. Each of these topics will be explored 

from a research and intervention perspective for adults and 

children focused on (re)habilitative care to maximize patient 

success.  

The research-to-practice format for the Forum, with promi-

nent researchers and experts in the field, will allow 

attendees to walk away with immediately applicable inter-

vention information.  

Following the conclusion of the two sessions, we 

will Continue the Conversation with refreshments and an 

opportunity for the (Re)Habilitation Connect Forum present-

ers and attendees to interact and delve deeper into the Fo-

rum topics in a less formal setting.   

 

 

CI2026 Chicago: Conference on Cochlear Implants  

For More Information: 

Visit the Conference Website - www.CI2026Chicago.org 

Or, the ACI Alliance Website - www.acialliance.org 

 

Engagement on Social Media - We encourage attendees to promote overall excitement for CI2026 Chicago 
through their social media outlets. 

 
Follow AND tag our social media accounts on whichever platform you feel most comfortable using. 

Facebook @acialliance  |  Instagram @acialliance  |   
LinkedIn @acialliance  |  X (Formerly Twitter) @acialliance 

CEU and CME for audiologists, physicians, speech language pathologists, and auditory verbal  

therapists.  Supporting documentation will allow attendees to submit for Educator or Early  

Intervention Continuing Education Credits.  

https://ci2025boston.org/rehabilitation-forum/
https://ci2025boston.org/rehabilitation-forum/
https://ci2026chicago.org
https://www.acialliance.org
https://www.facebook.com/ACIALLIANCE.ORG
https://www.instagram.com/acialliance/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/acialliance/
https://twitter.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2Facialliance

