
Friday Afternoon, May 8, 2026 
1:00 PM—2:15 PM: (Re)Habilitation Connect Forum: Part 1 

2:15 PM—2:30 PM: Coffee Break with Exhibitors 

2:30 PM—3:45 PM: (Re)Habilitation Connect Forum: Part 2 

3:45 PM—4:00 PM: Coffee Break with Exhibitors 

5:15 PM—6:15 PM: Continue the Conversation Reception 

(Re)Habilitation Connect Forum Featuring Two 

Dedicated Sessions: 

Pediatric Session (Part 1) 

Ivette Cejas PhD (moderator)  

Jenna Voss, PhD, LSLS Cert AVEd (moderator)  

Irina Castellanos PhD  

Dorothy White PhD  

Landon Lacey Wehbe MS, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert. AVT  

Sherri Fickenscher MS, LSLS Cert. AVEd  

 

Adult Session (Part 2) 

James Dornhoffer MD (moderator)  

Michelle Havlik MHS, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert AVT (moderator)  

Lindsay Zombek MS, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert AVT  

Blair Richlin PhD CCC-SLP, LSLS AVEd  

Monita Chatterjee PhD  

Teddy McRackan MD, MSCR  

Barbara J. Gordon LCSW  

(RE)HABILITATION CONNECT FORUM AT CI2026 CHICAGO —  

SUPPORTING SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING IN COCHLEAR IMPLANT USERS 

At CI2026 Chicago, we will hold (Re)Habilitation Connect 

Forum sessions Friday afternoon with a Research to Prac-

tice focus on two topics: social and emotional well-being 

in cochlear implant users. 

While cochlear implants provide powerful access to sound 
and spoken language, hearing alone does not guarantee 
social confidence, emotional resilience, or overall quality of 
life. Children and adults with cochlear implants may face 
unique challenges related to identity, peer relationships, 
self-advocacy, listening fatigue, academic or workplace par-
ticipation, and mental health.  
 
Despite the growing recognition of these needs, there re-
mains a significant shortage of providers specifically 
trained to support the social and emotional development 
of individuals with hearing loss. As a result, audiologists 
and speech-language pathologists are frequently called 
upon to help bridge this gap often without clear guidance 
or dedicated resources.  
 
This forum will address that gap directly. 

Leave with actionable strategies to strengthen patient-centered care 

and promote communication, resilience, and quality of life in both clini-

cal and educational settings.  

Continue the Conversation Reception 

Friday, May 8 | 5:15 PM—6:15 PM 

Following the conclusion of the two sessions, we 

will Continue the Conversation with refreshments 

and an opportunity for the (Re)Habilitation Connect 

Forum presenters and attendees to interact and 

delve deeper into the Forum topics in a less formal 

setting. This is an opportunity not to be missed! 

We are grateful to Hearing First for sponsoring the 

reception.  
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