
CI2026 Chicago Scientific Program Schedule - At-A-Glance
WEDNESDAY, May 6, 2026
TIME TITLE MODERATORS LOCATION
1:00 PM - 2:15 PM Industry Satellite Symposium - Advanced Bionics; AB: Built to Perform, Designed to Evolve

[No CME Credit Provided] [Tier 1 Credit]
Grand Ballroom

2:45 PM - 4:00 PM
Industry Satellite Symposium - MED-EL; When Anatomy Drives Decisions in Cochlear Implantation
[No CME Credit Provided] [Tier 1 Credit]

Grand Ballroom

4:30 PM - 5:45 PM
Industry Satellite Symposium - Cochlear North America; Maximizing Hearing Potential through Evidence-
Based Practices and Innovation
[No CME Credit Provided] [Tier 1 Credit]

Grand Ballroom

THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2026
TIME TITLE MODERATORS LOCATION

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM
Industry Satellite Symposium - Advanced Bionics; Optimizing the CI Journey for Sustainable Growth
[No CME Credit Provided] [Tier 1 Credit]

Grand Ballroom

8:30 AM - 8:45 AM Passing Period
8:45 AM - 9:35 AM Welcome and Opening Grand Ballroom
9:35 AM - 10:05 AM John Niparko Memorial Lecture - Predicting Performance in Cochlear Implantation Craig Buchman, MD, FACS Grand Ballroom
10:05 AM - 10:35 AM Coffee Break with Exhibitors Riverside

10:35 AM - 11:35 AM Concurrent Session 1-1- Otologic & Surgical Considerations 
Moderators: Nedim Durakovic, MD and Richard 
Gurgel, MD

Grand Hall K-N

10:35-10:44 Cochlear Implant Outcomes After Cochlear Drill-Out Ananya Uliyar
10:44-10:53 Long Term Results Dexamethason Eluting Electrode Thomas Lenarz, MD, PhD

10:53-11:02 Preliminary Safety and Efficacy of AK-OTOF Gene Therapy for Otoferlin Gene (OTOF)-Mediated Hearing Loss Aaron Remenschneider, MD, MPH, FACS

11:02-11:11
Facial Nerve Stimulation in Otosclerosis Patients with Cochlear Implants – the Impact of Lateral Versus 
Perimodiolar Electrode Array Positioning Saku T. Sinkkonen, MD, PhD

11:11-11:20 Cochlear Implant Outcomes in Far Advanced Otosclerosis Karl R. Khandalavala, MD
11:20-11:35 Q&A

10:35 AM - 11:35 AM Concurrent Session 1-2- Foundational and Advanced CI Programming Masterclass
Moderators: Camille Dunn-Johnson, PhD and Rene 
Gifford, PhD

Grand Hall G-J

10:35 AM - 11:35 AM Concurrent Session 1-3- Outcomes in Pediatric CI Recipients 
Moderators: Denise Thomas, AuD, CCC-A and 
Cedric Pritchett, MD Grand Ballroom

10:35-10:44 Development of Basic Concepts for Preschoolers with Cochlear Implants Elaine Smolen, PhD, CED, LSLS Cert. AVEd
10:44-10:53 The Impact of Wear Time on Listening Fatigue in Young Children Dorothy A. White, PhD
10:53-11:02 Promoting Early Cochlear Implantation in Children: Evidence-based Consensus for Professionals and Caregiver Caitlin Sapp, AuD, PhD
11:02-11:11 Long-term Speech Production Outcomes in Pediatric CI Users Sarah Crow, AuD
11:11-11:20 Conversational Turns and Language & Literacy Outcomes: Results from Pilot Study Dorothy A. White, PhD
11:20-11:35 Q&A

11:35 AM - 11:45 AM Passing Period

11:45 AM - 12:45 PM Concurrent Session 2-1- Outcomes in Pediatric Cochlear Implantation for SSD
Moderators: Lisa Park, AuD and Nancy Young, MD, 
FACS, FAAP

Grand Hall G-J

11:45-11:54 Cochlear Implant Usage in Children with Single Sided Deafness Madelyn Frank, MD
11:54-12:03 Speech Perception and Device Use in Implanted Children with Single-Sided Deafness Emily S. Xu, PhD
12:03-12:12 Outcomes in Pediatric Patients with Cochlear Implants for Single-sided Deafness Sarah Klajbor, AuD
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12:12-12:21
Stratifying Device Use and Speech Outcomes by Age, Etiology, and Duration of Deafness in Pediatric Cochlear 
Implant Recipients with Single-sided Deafness Adam Karkoutli, MD

12:21-12:30 Characterizing Device Use Patterns in Children with Single-Sided Deafness Following Cochlear Implantation Kristi Ward, AuD, PhD, CCC-A
12:30-12:45 Q&A

11:45 AM - 12:45 PM Concurrent Session 2-2 - Early CI Activation Protocols and Streamlined Care [Tier 1 Credit]
Moderators: Jourdan Holder, AuD, PhD and 
Michelle Kraskin, AuD

Grand Ballroom

11:45-11:54 Evaluation of a De-escalated Post-operative Cochlear Implant Programming Protocol Meredith A. Holcomb, AuD

11:54-12:03
A Closer Look at the Impact of De-centralized Cochlear Implant Provider Networks on Practice Dynamics and 
Audiometric Outcomes. Michael A. Roarke

12:03-12:12 Design and Preliminary Findings from a Trial of a De-escalated Cochlear Implant Programming Algorithm James R. Dornhoffer, PhD
12:12-12:21 Practical Tips for Early Activation After Cochlear Implantation Kelley Corcoran, AuD
12:21-12:30 Can Speech Recognition Testing be More Efficient Without Sacrificing Precision? Theodore McRackan, MD
12:30-12:39 Audiologic Outcomes of Cochlear Implantation in the Early Post-activation Period Kate Johnson, AuD
12:39-12:45 Q&A

11:45 AM - 12:45 PM Concurrent Session 2-3- Use of AI and Prediction Models in CI
Moderators: Doug Sladen, PhD and Zachary 
Schwam, MD

Grand Hall K-N

11:45-11:54 Uncovering Clinical Correlations in Cochlear Implant Outcomes Using Artificial Intelligence Grant Primer
11:54-12:03 Automatic Segmentation with Synchrotron Radiation Phase-Contrast Imaging & Deep Learning Sumit Agrawal, MD

12:03-12:12
DNN-Based Noise Reduction Benefit in Bimodal Cochlear Implants: Intermittent Vs. Continuous Multi-Talker 
Babble Noise Courtney Kolberg, AuD

12:12-12:21
Benchmarking Automatic Speech Recognition Between Large Language Model AI Chatbots for Cochlear 
Implant Speech Perception Testing Lindsey Jackson

12:21-12:30
Deep Neural Network-based Noise Reduction Significantly Improves Bimodal Benefit in Noise for Cochlear 
Implant Users Courtney Kolberg, AuD

12:30-12:45 Q&A
12:45 PM - 1:45 PM Lunch with Exhibitors Riverside

SIG 1 - Mentorship for Students, Fellows, & Residents Grand Hall G-J
SIG 2 - Adult Aural Rehabilitation Grand Hall K-N
SIG 3 - Professionals Working with Spanish-Speaking Patients and their Families Grand Suite 5

1:45 PM - 2:45 PM Concurrent Session 3-1- Speech Perception Testing for Non-English Speakers [Tier 1 Credit]
Moderators: Thais Toledo, AuD and Alejandro 
Rivas, MD

Grand Hall G-J

1:45-1:54 Preliminary Development of a Spanish Pediatric Speech Perception Measure Chrisanda M. Sanchez, AuD
1:54-2:03 Utilization of the Spanish Bisyllable Word Recognition Test to Assess Cochlear Implant Performance Trajectory Sandra Velandia, AuD
2:03-2:12 Feasibility of Automated Speech Recognition for Non-english Speaking Cochlear Implant Candidates James Lu
2:12-2:21 Retrospective Review of Cochlear Implant Evaluation Practices and Procedures for Non-English-Speaking AdultsLindsey VanLooy, AuD, CCC-A

2:21-2:30
Similar Slopes, Different Timing: Longitudinal Evidence for Speech Development in Bilingual Spanish- and 
English-speaking Children with Cochlear Implants Sofia Hein Machado

2:30-2:45 Q&A

1:45 PM - 2:45 PM Concurrent Session 3-2 - Feature Panel- Practice Building & Program Growth Moderators: Kevin Zhan, MD and Scott Brown, MD Grand Ballroom

Panelists: Seilesh Babu, MD, Nancy Young, MD, FACS, FAAP, Allison Biever, AuD, Rene Gifford, PhD, Sandra 
Porps, AuD, Jacques Herzog, MD

1:45 PM - 2:45 PM Concurrent Session 3-3- Optimizing Efficiencies in CI Programming 
Moderators: Sara Neumann, AuD and Cache Pitt, 
AuD

Grand Hall K-N
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1:45-1:54
Assessing Clinical Efficiency and Outcomes Using Cochlear America's Population Mean Mapping Strategy at 
Activation Rachel J. Petrie, AuD, CCC-A

1:54-2:03
Beyond the Soundbooth: Mobile App Comparison of Soundbooth and Waiting Room Speech-in-quiet Self-
testing Performance in Cochlear Implant Users Bailey Harmon, AuD

2:03-2:12 How Do ESRT-based Maps Compare to Population Mean? Jourdan T. Holder, AuD, PhD

2:12-2:21
Predicting Cochlear Implant Performance By Comparing Expected and Actual Aided Performance on 
Preoperative Speech Testing Renee M. Banakis Hartl, MD, AuD

2:21-2:30 Factors Associated with Cochlear Implant Explantation Or Revision in a High-volume Center Kristin Kozlowski, AuD
2:30-2:45 Q&A

2:45 PM - 3:00 PM Coffee Break with Exhibitors Riverside

3:00 PM - 3:40 PM
Concurrent Emerging Technologies and Initiatives Session 1-1
[CEUs offered / No CME Credit Provided]

Moderator - Kara Leyzac, AuD, PhD
1 - Auracast: The Future is HEAR!  (Simeon Audio); 
Jason Rude
2- Beyond the Booth: Integrating Accessibility 
Technology into the Provider's Toolkit  (National 
Technical Institute for the Deaf, Rochester Institute 
of Technology); Amanda L. Picioli, MEd, AuD
3 - Clinical Experience with AK-OTOF Gene Therapy 
for Otoferlin Gene (OTOF)-mediated Hearing Loss 
(Eli Lilly and Company); Brian Lin, MD, MS

Grand Ballroom

3:00 PM - 3:40 PM
Concurrent Emerging Technologies and Initiatives Session 1-2
[CEUs offered / No CME Credit Provided]

Moderator - Nancy Mellon, MA
1 - Extra! Extra! Read All About It!  (InnoCaption); 
Tina Gonzales Childress, AuD
2 - Using Language Sampling to Inform Best 
Practices  (Child's Voice); Wendy Deters, MS, 
CCC/SLP, LSLS Cert AVed
3 - Increasing CI Patients’ Success Through 
Captioning: CapTel Captioned Telephones 
(Hamilton CapTel); Lynda Strelitz

Grand Hall G-J

3:00 PM - 3:40 PM
Concurrent Emerging Technologies and Initiatives Session 1-3
[CEUs offered / No CME Credit Provided]

Moderator - Kenneth Lee, MD, PhD
1 - Robotic-Assisted Cochlear Implantation: Hear to 
Stay  (IotaMotion); Sara Ashburn-Reed, Med & 
Camille Dunn-Johnson, PhD
2 - Advancing Infant Hearing Assessment: Practical 
VRA Strategies in the Era of Early Cochlear 
Implantation  (Conditioned Play Innovations); Joe 
Dansie, AuD
3 - From Access to Independence: The Chicago 
Hearing Society/Anixter Continuum of Care 
(CHS/Anixter); Karen Aguilar, MA

Grand Hall K-N

3:40 PM - 3:50 PM Passing Period
3:50 PM - 4:50 PM Concurrent Poster Highlight Session PH-1 Moderator: David Horn, MD Grand Ballroom

3:55-3:59
Empowering Adult Cochlear Implant Recipients: How Telehealth Aural Rehabilitation Can Improve Personal 
Adjustment and Functional Listening Outcomes

Courtney Baker, AuD, CCC-A
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4:01-4:05
Intraoperative Electrically Evoked Stapedial Reflex Thresholds for Cochlear Implant Programming: a 
Postoperative Validation Study

Rivka Bornstein, AuD, CCC-A

4:07-4:11 Audiovisual Sentence Recognition in Cochlear Implant Candidates: the Role of Short-term Memory Gabriella Cote
4:13-4:17 Language-behavior Dynamics in Children with Cochlear Implants: the Moderating Role of Aggression Supriya Dadi

4:19-4:23
Multinational Survey Evaluating Remote Programming for Cochlear Implants: Perspectives from Audiologists 
and Experienced Users

Bob Dwyer, AuD

4:25-4:29 Implications of Word Use and Consonant Production with Cochlear Implantation at 9 Versus 12 Months Mary K. Fagan, PhD
4:31-4:35 12-month Hearing Preservation and Speech Outcomes in Robot-assisted Cochlear Implantation Sara Funatake, AuD

4:37-4:41
Understanding Information Sources and Parental Decision-Making Practices for Children Undergoing Cochlear 
Implantation

Emily Gao

3:50 PM - 4:50 PM Concurrent Poster Highlight Session PH-2 Moderator: Jordan Alyse Coffelt, AuD, CCC-A Grand Hall G-J

3:55-3:59
Survey to Examine the Perception of Recent AuD Graduates Regarding Their Training Related to Cochlear 
Implants

Melissa J. Weaver Hall, AuD, CCC-A/SLP

4:01-4:05
Does Allocation of Non-auditory Attentional Resources Change with Hearing Loss and Following Hearing 
Rehabilitation with Cochlear Implants?

Athena Ye

4:07-4:11 Age and Occupational Predictors of Communication Challenges in Cochlear Implant Users Jack Lin

4:13-4:17 Subjective Assessment of Emotional Communication in Children with Cochlear Implants: a Parent-child Survey Devon Major, AuD, PhD

4:19-4:23
Bridging Clinical and Educational Support: the Impact of Educational Specialists in Pediatric Hearing 
Healthcare

Alexandria Mestres, MSEd

4:25-4:29
Implications for Cochlear Implant Evaluation Protocol: Testing with Verified Clinic Hearing Aids During 
Cochlear Implant Evaluation Yields Significantly Higher Speech Perception Scores for the Majority of Patients

Rachael M. Jocewicz, AuD

4:31-4:35
Updated Incidence of Cochlear Implantation Shows Recent Uptick Among Adult Candidates in the United 
States

Tessa Hennesy, MD

4:37-4:41
Equity in Cochlear Implant Outcomes: Does Race and Ethnicity Impact Post-Implant Speech Recognition 
Performance?

Grant Primer

4:43-4:47
Communication Behavior of a Large Cohort of Children with Cochlear Implants: Children Who Use Their 
Implant More Spend More Time Speaking

Sharon Cushing, MD, MSc, FRCSC

3:50 PM - 4:50 PM Concurrent Poster Highlight Session PH-3 Moderator: Lisa Goldin, PhD Grand Hall K-N

3:55-3:59
Separating the Effects of Stimulation Rate and Intracochlear Electric Circumstances on Longitudinal Changes 
in Electrically Evoked Compound Action Potentials

Ville Sivonen, PhD

4:01-4:05 Leveraging Parent-Led Functional Assessments in Pediatric CI Rehabilitation Uma Soman, PhD, LSLS Cert AVEd.

4:07-4:11
More Than Sound: Empowering Pediatric Cochlear Implant Users Through Group Music Therapy, Content and 
Face Validation of the FHSR Music Therapy Tool

Hae Sun Kim, PhD

4:13-4:17 Leveraging Technology-Based Strategies to Enhance Efficiency in a Pediatric Cochlear Implant Program Melissa Tribble, AuD, MEd, CCC-A
4:19-4:23 Long-term Speech Production Skills Across Two Generations of Pediatric Cochlear Implant Users Andrea Warner-Czyz, PhD
4:25-4:29 Telehealth Adoption, Social Vulnerability, and Cochlear Implant Program Growth in Medicare, 2019-2023 Vanessa Zhang

4:31-4:35
Communication and Quality of Life Outcomes After Cochlear Implantation in Children with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder Versus Neurotypical Peers: Impact of Clinical, Developmental, and Rehabilitative Factors

Andrea Monterrubio 

4:37-4:41
Effects of an Online Music Program on Expressive Vocabulary, Maternal Stress, and Acoustic Environment in 
Children with Cochlear Implants

Letizia Guerzoni, PhD

4:50 PM - 5:50 PM Poster Session Riverside
5:50 PM - 7:15 PM Welcome Reception Riverside
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FRIDAY, MAY 8, 2026
TIME TITLE MODERATORS LOCATION

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM
Industry Satellite Symposium - MED-EL; Early Sound, Lifelong Impact: Advancing Pediatric Cochlear 
Implant Care
[No CME Credit Provided] [Tier 1 Credit]

Grand Ballroom

8:30 AM - 8:40 AM Passing Period

8:40 AM - 9:20 AM
Keynote - Why Proven Technologies Fail to Spread: Institutions, Incentives, and the Case of Hearing 
Health

Nobel Laureate, James A. Robinson, PhD Grand Ballroom

9:20 AM - 10:00 AM ACI Alliance Research, Advocacy and Awareness: Moving the Field Forward Grand Ballroom
10:00 AM - 10:30 AM Coffee Break with Exhibitors Riverside

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM Concurrent Session 4-1- Socioeconomic Factors and Health Disparities in CI Care [Tier 1 Credit]
Moderators: Matt Bush, MD, PhD, MBA and Ted 
Imbery, MD

Grand Hall G-J

10:30-10:39 Sociodemographic Correlates of Cochlear Implant Usage Stephanie Kim, MD
10:39-10:48 The Impact of Social Vulnerability on Auditory Rehabilitation After Cochlear Implantation Lourdes Kaufman

10:48-10:57
Impact of Sociodemographic Disparities on Cochlear Implantation Wear-time in a Single Institution Pediatric 
Cohort Isabella Leon, MD

10:57-11:06
Targeting the Greatest Need: National Geospatial Modeling to Rank Priority U.S. Regions for New Cochlear 
Implant Surgery Centers in Medicare Beneficiaries Erin A. Harvey, MD

11:06-11:15
Identifying Geographic Regions with the Lowest Cochlear Implant Incidence: Where to Direct Outreach 
Resources Tessa Hennesy, MD

11:15-11:24 Specific Exclusion of Cochlear Implantation in Private Employer Health Insurance Plans Donna L. Sorkin, MA
11:24-11:33 Moving on with Person Centered Cochlear Implant Services Connie Mayer, PhD
11:33-12:00 Q&A

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM Concurrent Session 4-2- Feature Panel- Stump the Experts Moderators: Meredith Holcomb and Daniel Zeitler Grand Ballroom

Panelists: Nick Benson, AuD, Katie Farnsworth, AuD, Uma Soman, PhD, LSLS Cert. AVEd  Stephanie Moody, 
MD, Dan Jethanamest, MD

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM Concurrent Session 4-3- Electrode Selection, Position, and CI Outcomes Moderator: Joseph Roche, MD Grand Hall K-N
10:30-10:39 Precision Cochlear Implant Surgery: Using Otoplan for Patient-specific Planning and Mapping Richard K. Gurgel, MD, MSCI
10:39-10:48 Impact of Electrode Position on Speech Perception Outcomes in Bilateral Cochlear Implant Users Sammy Y. Gao
10:48-10:57 Predicted Versus In-vivo Cochlear Coverage in MED-EL Otoplan Recipients: a Quantitative Insertion Analysis Aaron P. Snow, MD
10:57-11:06 Intensity-driven Shifts in Tonotopic Coding in Humans: a Framework for Cochlear Implant Frequency Allocation Amit Walia, MD, MSCI
11:06-11:15 In Vivo Imaging of Cochlear Implant Electrode Orientation Relative to Scalar Tilt Charles J. Limb, MD
11:15-11:45 Q&A

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Lunch with Exhibitors Riverside
SIG 1 - Members with Hearing Loss Grand Suite 5
SIG 2 - Educators of Children Who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing Grand Hall K-N
SIG 3 - CI Care within Governmental Services Grand Hall G-J

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM Concurrent Session 5-1- Single-Sided Deafness and Asymmetric Hearing Loss in Older Adults
Moderators: Teddy McRackan, MD, MSCR and 
Allison Biever, AuD

Grand Hall K-N

1:00-1:09 Outcomes Following Cochlear Implantation in Patients > 65 Years with Single Sided Deafness Maura Cosetti, MD

1:09-1:18
Influence of Mapping Procedure on the Speech Recognition and Sound Source Localization for Adult Cochlear 
Implant Users with Unilateral Hearing Loss Samantha Scharf, AuD

1:18-1:27 Cochlear Implant Outcomes in Adults Aged ≥ 65 with Single Sided Deafness Or Asymmetric Hearing Loss Abhinav Talwar, MD, MBA
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1:27-1:36 Assessing Cochlear Implant Usage in Adults with Single-sided Deafness Ananya S. Uliyar
1:36-1:45 Evaluating Greenwood's Function for Tonotopic Mapping in Single-sided Deaf Cochlear Implant Users Andreas Buechner, PhD
1:45-2:00 Q&A

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM Concurrent Session 5-2-  Challenging Etiologies and CI Care
Moderators: David Kelsall, MD and Matthew 
Fitzgerald, PhD

Grand Hall G-J

1:00-1:09 Cochlear Implantation in Bilateral Cochlear Nerve Deficiency - Outcomes and Programming Considerations Erin C. Carmichael, AuD
1:09-1:18 CI Programming to Improve Outcomes with CND Joan G. Hewitt, AuD
1:18-1:27 Cochlear Implantation Outcomes as Related to Preoperative Audiologic Symptoms of Vestibular Schwannomas Sandra Porps, AuD
1:27-1:36 Quality assessment evaluating vestibulopathy in elderly cochlear implant recipients Aparna Govindan, MD

1:36-1:45
Cochlear Implantation in Gray-zone Candidates with Questionable Cochlear Nerve Deficiency , Aplasia Or 
Hypoplasia Ahmed Mohamed Mehanna, PhD

1:45-1:54 Cochlear Implantation in Children with Cochlear Nerve Hypoplasia Serafima Sugarova
1:54-2:00 Q&A

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM (Re)Habilitation Connect Forum: Part 1 - Pediatrics
Moderators: Ivette Cejas, PhD and Jenna Voss, 
PhD, LSLS Cert AVEd

Grand Ballroom

Different Paths, Same Potential: Social-Emotional Development in Children with CIs Ivette Cejas, PhD 
Thinking, Language, and Regulation: Neurocognitive Pathways to Social–emotional Well-being in 
Pediatric Cochlear Implant Users Irina Castellanos PhD - 
 Listening, Speaking, Belonging: SEL Practices Sherri Fickenscher MS, LSLS Cert. AVEd
Socioemotional Interventions and Supports for Children with Cochlear Implants - Impacts Across 
Domains Dorothy White PhD
Q&A

2:00 PM - 2:30 PM Coffee Break with Exhibitors Riverside
2:15 PM - 2:30 PM (Re)Habilitation Connect Forum Break Riverside

2:30 PM - 3:45 PM Concurrent Session 6-1- Cognition, Aging, and Mental Health Comorbidities [Tier 1 Credit]
Moderators: Aaron Moberly, MD and Nicholas 
Deep, MD

Grand Hall K-N

2:30-2:39
Older Adults with Moderate to Severe Cognitive Impairment at Baseline Show Significant Speech Perception 
Improvements Following Cochlear Implantation Jamie Jensen, AuD

2:39-2:48
Impact of Age on Electrode-neuron Interface Quality and Its Relevance to Postoperative Programming in 
Cochlear Implant Recipients Yipeng Lin, PhD

2:48-2:57 Hearing Beyond the Ears: Psychological Insights from an Otolaryngology/Audiology Practice Ivette Cejas, PhD

2:57-3:06
Decreased depression 12 months after cochlear implantation is not associated with improved cognitive 
performance Maria Huber, PhD

3:06-3:15 Longitudinal Cognitive Outcomes in Cochlear Implant Recipients Assessed with the MoCA-HI Ada Chung
3:15-3:24 Neuropsychological assessment of cognitive abilities of pre and post cochlear implant patients Alessandra Murri, MD

3:24-3:33
Visual and Auditory Implicit Learning in Adult Cochlear Implant Users: a Cross-modal Contribution to Speech 
Recognition? Ranin Khayr, PhD

3:33-3:45 Q&A

2:30 PM - 3:45 PM Concurrent Session 6-2- Emerging Technologies in Cochlear Implantation
Moderators: Alexander Claussen, MD and Kara 
Leyzac, AuD, PhD

Grand Hall G-J

2:30-2:39
Dexamethasone-eluting Cochlear Implantation Reduces Intracochlear Inflammation in Mice: Long-term 224- 
and 336-day Follow-up. Aditya K. Alluri

2:39-2:48 Activation of Shape Memory Polymer Electrode Array Increases Angle of Insertion Depth with Minimal Trauma Kenneth H. Lee, MD, PhD

2:48-2:57
A Sponsored Genetic Testing and Counseling Program for Sensorineural Hearing Loss Reduces Barriers to 
Genetic Testing Aaron D. Tward, MD, PhD
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2:57-3:06 32-channel Cochlear Implant, Early Clinical Outcomes Kyou-Sik Min, PhD
3:06-3:15 The Effect of Personalized Electrode Choice and Anatomy Based Fitting on Cochlear Implant Outcomes Ashley L. Johnson, AuD
3:15-3:24 Evaluation of Zwitterionic Coatings on Cochlear Implant Impedance and Fibrosis: a 6-month Ovine Study Kameron R. Hansen, PhD
3:24-3:33 Early Outcomes for the First Phase of a Fully Implantable Cochlear Implant Theodore McRackan, MD
3:33-3:45 Q&A

2:30 PM - 3:45 PM (Re)Habilitation Connect Forum: Part 2 - Adults
Moderators: James Dornhoffer, MD and Michelle 
Havlik, MHS, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert AVT

Grand Ballroom

Beyond Hearing: Prioritizing Psychosocial Outcomes for Adult Cochlear Implant Recipients Lindsay Zombek MS, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert AVT
Emotion Perception by Adults with Cochlear Implants Monita Chatterjee PhD
Measuring and Predicting Social and Emotional Changes after Cochlear Implantation Sammy Y. Gao

Putting the Social Work Into Patient Rehab Success 
Blair Richlin PhD CCC-SLP, LSLS AVEd and  Barbara J. 
Gordon LCSW

Q&A
3:45 PM - 4:00 PM Coffee Break with Exhibitors Riverside
3:45 PM - 4:00 PM (Re)Habilitation Connect Forum Break Riverside

4:00 PM - 5:15 PM Concurrent Session 7-1- Aural Rehabilitation & Quality of Life Measures [Tier 1 Credit]
Moderators: Regan Everiss Weaver, AuD and Darcy 
Stowe, MS, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert AVT

Grand Hall G-J

4:00-4:09 Gamified Auditory Training: Initial Results from a Randomized Control Trial Among Children Douglas Sladen, PhD
4:09-4:18 AI Driven Language Sample Analysis: Advancing Naturalistic Assessment in Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children Morgan Sprague, MS
4:18-4:27 Quality-Of-Life Following Pediatric Cochlear Implantation: Patient- and Parent-Reported Outcomes Amber D. Shaffer, PhD
4:27-4:36 Quality of Life Measures Following Cochlear Implantation and Aural Rehabilitation Madeline Kosek, MA, CCC-SLP
4:36-4:45 Baseline Function Predicts Gains in Both Speech Recognition and Quality of Life After Cochlear Implantation Andrew L. S. Thornton
4:45-4:54 Aural Rehabilitation Via Telehealth Service Delivery for Older Adult Cochlear Implant Recipients Lindsay Zombek, MS, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert AVT
4:54-5:03 Do Patients’ Pre-CI Affect and Functional Abilities Correspond with Post-CI Real-world Benefit? Theodore McRackan, MD
5:03-5:15 Q&A

4:00 PM - 4:45 PM
Concurrent Session 7-2a- Feature Panel-  Cochlear Implant Assessment in Spanish-Speaking Adults: 
Clinical Challenges and Practical Solutions in the U.S.    

Moderators: Alejandra Ullauri, AuD, MPH and 
Sandra Velandia, AuD

Grand Ballroom

Panelists: Mariana Mejia Turnbull, AuD, Vicki Gonzalez, AuD, PhD, CCC-A, Enrique Perez, MD, Matthew 
Fitzgerald, PhD, Maura Cosetti, MD

4:45 PM - 5:15 PM Concurrent Session 7-2b- Feature Panel-  Flipping the Script on Atypical Barriers to Hearing Care 
Moderators: Matt Bush, MD, PhD, MBA and Sarah 
Sydlowski, AuD, PhD, MBA

Grand Ballroom

 Panelists: Meaghan Reed, AuD, Nick Reed, AuD, PhD

4:00 PM - 5:15 PM Concurrent Session 7-3- Electrophysiologic Measures and CI Outcomes
Moderators: Viral Tejani, AuD, PhD  and Alan 
Micco, MD

Grand Hall K-N

4:00-4:09
Application of Trans Tympanic Electrically Evoked Auditory Brainstem Response in Cochlear and Nerve 
Anomalies Ranjith Rajeswaran, MASLP

4:09-4:18 Use of Ecap and a Clinical Software Algorithm to Optimize Stimulation Rate and Pulse Width Sara Neumann, AuD

4:18-4:27
Electrophysiological Characteristics, Parameter Optimization, and Clinical Application of Electrically Evoked 
Auditory Brainstem Responses After Cochlear Implantation Yipeng Lin, PhD

4:27-4:36
Visualizing Disruption of the Cochlear Traveling Wave with Intracochlear Electrocochleography and CT: 
Implications for Residual Hearing Amit Walia, MD, MSCI

4:36-4:45
Utilizing Intracochlear Electrocochleography for Real-time Detection of Tip Fold-over with Perimodiolar 
Electrode Arrays Jordan J. Varghese, MD, MSCI
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4:45-4:54
Evaluation of the Trans Impedance Patterns of Cochlear Implant Recipients: What and How Does it Change 
Over Time? Erica Pizzol, AuD

4:54-5:03
Effects of Electrode Overinsertion/pullback on Transimpedance and Impedance Measurements During 
Cochlear Implant Surgery Scott Brown, MD

5:03-5:15 Q&A

5:15 PM - 6:15 PM (Re)Habilitation Connect Forum Continue the Conversation Plaza Ballroom 

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026
TIME TITLE LOCATION

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM
Industry Satellite Symposium - Cochlear North America; Optimizing Outcomes for Every Patient Through 
Evidence-Based Hearing Care
[No CME Credit Provided] [Tier 1 Credit]

Grand Ballroom

8:30 AM - 8:40 AM Passing Period

8:40 AM - 9:10 AM
 Panel- Beyond the Device: Supporting Music Perception, Rehabilitation, and Enjoyment in Cochlear 
Implant Users

Moderators: Alex Chern, MD and Nicole Jiam, MD Grand Ballroom

Panelists: Juan Vasquez, AuD, Karen Barrett, PhD
9:10 AM - 9:20 AM Passing Period
9:20 AM - 10:20 AM Concurrent Session 8-1- Feature Early Career Mentorship and Students Panel Cara Donahue, AuD and Colleen Ittner, AuD Grand Ballroom

Panelists: Molly Smeal, AuD, Brittney Sprouse, AuD, Andrea Warner-Czyz, PhD, Caitlin Sapp, AuD, PhD, 
Jordan Coffelt, AuD, CCC-A

9:20 AM - 10:20 AM Concurrent Session 8-2- Remote Care in CI Practices [Tier 1 Credit]
Moderators: Keri Colio, AuD and Sandra Porps, 
AuD

Grand Hall G-J

9:20-9:29 Early Cochlear Implant Activation in a Remote Setting: a Multi-center Feasibility Study Rene Gifford, PhD
9:29-9:38 Replicability of Remote Audiological Assessments in Pediatric Cochlear Implant Users Ursula M. Findlen, PhD

9:38-9:47
Optimizing Post-activation Audiology Care: Maintaining Outcomes Through Remote, Reduced-visit Protocols in 
an Elderly Population Mary Rose Goldstein, AuD

9:47-9:56
Remote Speech Testing in Cochlear Implant Users: Feasibility, Task Completion Patterns, and Equivalence to 
In-person Testing Laura G, Street, AuD, PhD

9:56-10:05 Efficacy and End User Satisfaction of Pediatric Remote Cochlear Implant Programming Alecia Jayne, AuD, CCC-A
10:05-10:20 Q&A

9:20 AM - 10:20 AM Concurrent Session 8-3- Special Considerations in CI Recipients (Music, Balance and More) Moderators: Alex Chern, MD and Nicole Jiam, MD Grand Hall K-N

9:20-9:29
Identifying Patients Needing Postoperative Vestibular Physical Therapy After Cochlear Implantation Using the 
Validated VESTA-CI Score Nicholas R. Schulz

9:29-9:38
Post-operative Tinnitus Outcomes in Adult Cochlear Implant Recipients: Predictors of Benefit from a Single-
institution Study Shannon Barry, AuD

9:38-9:47 Differences in Pitch and Timbre Perception Between Cochlear Implant and Hearing Aid Users Emmeline Y. Lin
9:47-9:56 Music-related Quality of Life in Adolescent Compared to Adult Cochlear Implant Recipients Sophia Heussner

9:56-10:05
Development of a Comprehensive Monosyllabic Word Test with Meaningful and Nonsense Words for Phoneme-
level Speech Perception Assessment Jiyeon Ha

10:05-10:14 Rhythm Increases Perception Tolerance When Measuring Electrically Evoked Compound Action Potentials Lutz Gaertner, PhD
10:14-10:20 Q&A

10:20 AM - 10:30 AM Passing Period

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM Concurrent Session 9-1- Adult Single-Sided Deafness and Associated Outcomes
Moderators: Kristin Kozlowski, AuD and Kristen 
Yancey, MD

Grand Ballroom
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10:30-10:39
Predictors of Continued Cochlear Implant Use for Adults with Single-sided Deafness: a Multi-center 
Retrospective Analysis Monique North, MD

10:39-10:48
Cochlear Implants in Adults with Single-Sided Deafness: predictive factors in qualitative and audiometric 
measures Lukas Graf, MD

10:48-10:57 The Evolution of Single-sided Deafness: a Multi-Center Retrospective Analysis Sara Neumann, AuD

10:57-11:06
Evaluating Outcomes for Cochlear Implant Users with Single Sided Deafness: What Are We Assessing and 
Where Are the Gaps? Sara Neumann, AuD

11:06-11:15
Factors Affecting Aural Rehabilitation Outcomes in Adult Cochlear Implant Recipients with Single-sided 
Deafness Or Asymmetric Hearing Loss Sriprachodaya Gaddam

11:15-11:24
Single-sided Deafness as a Fundamental Predictor of Lower Cochlear Implant Utilization and Altered Auditory 
Rehabilitation Stephanie M. Younan, MPH, BS

11:24-11:30 Q&A

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM Concurrent Session 9-2- Optimizing Clinic Efficiency in CI Care 
Moderators: Vivian Kaul, MD and Sarah Sydlowski, 
AuD, PhD, MBA

Grand Hall G-J

10:30-10:39
From Spreadsheets to Smart Systems: Revolutionizing Cochlear Implant Program Efficiency with Electronic 
Medical Record-integrated Data Tools Lauren E. McConnell, BSE

10:39-10:48 Utilizing Audiology Assistants to Streamline Remote Cochlear Implant Follow Up Care Alissa Knickerbocker, AuD
10:48-10:57 The Role of Patient Navigation in Streamlining the Path to Cochlear Implantation Leidy N. Lantigua Ogando

10:57-11:06
Optimizing Clinical Workflows in Cochlear Implant Care Through Real-world Evidence - Insights from 100,000 
United States Recipients Kristy Orton

11:06-11:15 Clinical Efficiency to Improve Cochlear Implant Access Through the Cochlear Provider Network Scott Brown, MD
11:15-11:30 Q&A

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM Concurrent Session 9-3- Feature Panel- Ethical Considerations in CI Practice Moderator: Molly Smeal, AuD Grand Hall K-N
Panelists: Jim Dornhoffer, Sharon Cushing, MD, Chrisanda Sanchez, AuD, Mary Rose Goldstein, AuD, Irina 
Castellanos PhD

11:30 - 11:40 AM Passing Period

11:40 AM - 12:40 PM Concurrent Session 10-1- Referrals and Registries 
Moderators: Molly Smeal, AuD and Elizabeth 
Camposeo, AuD

Grand Hall G-J

11:40-11:49 Clinician Expectations of Cochlear Implant Patient-Reported Outcomes: a National Survey Sammy Y. Gao

11:49-11:58
Cochlear™ Care Consensus: a Modified Delphi Consensus to Establish Evidence-based Clinical 
Recommendations for Cochlear Implant Management Rene Gifford, PhD

11:58-12:07
Evidence-based Refinements to Cochlear Implant Referral Guidelines: Incorporating Age and Bilateral 
Audiometric Status Connie Chang-Chien

12:07-12:16
Deep Dive: a Longitudinal Investigation of Non-traditional Cochlear Implant Indications (ssd, Ahl) and Their 
Emerging Impact on Adult Implant Practice. Shawn M. Stevens, MD

12:16-12:25 Enhancing and Streamlining Pre-surgical Processes for Adult Cochlear Implant Candidates Sara M. Misurelli, AuD, PhD
12:25-12:40 Q&A

11:40 AM - 12:40 PM Concurrent Session 10-2- Factors Influencing Hearing Preservation Outcomes [Tier 1 Credit] Moderator: Mallory Raymond, MD Grand Ballroom
11:40-11:49 Long-Term Functional Hearing Preservation in Pediatric Cochlear Implant Recipients Lisa R. Park, AuD
11:49-11:58 Hearing Preservation Rates Based on Age with the CI632 Electrode Array Allison Biever, AuD, CCC-A
11:58-12:07 Electrocochleography Insertion Patterns and Hearing Preservation in Cochlear Implants Shannon Lefler, AuD

12:07-12:16
Adding Electric-acoustic Stimulation (EAS) as a Programming Option for Patients Implanted with Full Length 
Electrodes Todd A. Hillman, MD

12:16-12:25 Multi-tone Intracochlear Electrocochleography During Cochlear Implant Surgery is Associated with Reduced 
Drops Alarms and More Favorable Insertion Track Types Compared to Single Tone Electrocochleography Mana Espahbodi, MD 
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12:25-12:40 Q&A
11:40 AM - 12:40 PM Concurrent Session 10-3 Feature Panel- CI Advocacy During Challenging Governmental Policies Moderator: Donna Sorkin, MA Grand Hall K-N

Panelists: Shawn Stevens, MD, Linda Hazard, EdD, Monica Yavrom, DDS, MPH, Nancy Young, MD, Tina 
Stern, AuD

12:40 PM Meeting Adjourns
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